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" break-through " at Gorlice in the summer of 1915,
when the Russian army had been in full flight and Russian
fortresses were falling like houses of cards. Cities which
had been the scenes of historic events in the early days of
the Russian Revolution passed into German hands ; Pskov,
where the Tsar had signed his act of abdication in his
special train with so strange a lack of emotion, and
Moghilev, where Dukhonin had been butchered for his
attempted loyalty to the Allied cause. In Livonia and
Estonia the Germans were greeted by the middle and
upper classes as deliverers from the Bolshevik terror, not
only by Baltic Germans but even by Letts and Estonians.
The peasants and workers who had experienced a brief
taste of the sweets of unlicensed power remained dumb
and sullen.1

On February 24 the Bolsheviks signified their acceptance
of the German terms and Krylenko enquired of Hoffmann
by radio whether conditions of armistice similar to those
which had existed before the 18th would now come into
force.2 To this Hoffmann replied:

The old armistice is dead and cannot be revived. According to
Article 10 of the German terms submitted on February 21 peace
must be concluded within three days after the arrival of the
Russians at Brest-Litovsk. Until then the war is to go on ... for
the protection of Finland, Estonia, Livonia, and the Ukraine.3

Two days later the German advance in the north,
having reached Lake Peipus and Narva, was halted and
the Russians were informed that they might send to Brest-
Litovsk a delegation authorized to sign a peace. " Whether
Trotsky will take the road to Canossa in person, or will
send someone else, is not yet certain ", wrote Hoffmann,
" but this time the Comrades must simply swallow what
we put before them."4

1 Hoffmann, ii. 220; Joffe, p. 502.    2 Proceedings, p. 178.

3 Pravda, February 28,1918.             4 Hoffmann, i. 207-208 ; ii. 220.